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NEW CUSTOM HOUSE AT COCHIN 

SHRI A . C ,  GUHA TO OPEN 

E r n a k ~ l a n  , Se p t enb er  28, 1 9  56. 

The new A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Cochin 

Customs Department  w j l l  b e  f o r m l l y  opened tomorrow by 

S h r i  Arun Chandra Guha, Union M i n i s t e r  f o r  Revenue and 

Defence E x p e n d i t u r e ,  

The O f f i c e  i s  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e .  n o r t h e r n  end of 

W i l l i n g d o n  I s l a n d  o v e r l o o k i n g  Ernakularn Town on the  

e a s t  and P o r t  of  Cochin  on the  West a c i a o s s  t h e  b l u e  l a g o o n s ,  

A p p r o p r i a t d y  enough t h i s  new bulldLng w i i l '  be named ItAsulk 

Grihal'  a s  i t  s t a n d s  a s t r i d e  t h e  C ~ b i i n  P o r t  ancl i t s  Adminis- 

t r a t i v e  O f f i c e s ,  adcling a new v i g n e t t e  t o  t h e  f a s t  chang ing  

topography  or" W i l l i n g d s n  I s l a n d  . 
The C u s t m s  D e p a r t a e n t  a t  t h e  Cochin P o r t  has been  i n  

e x i s t e n c e  f 9 r  Gver 9 d e c a d e s ,  B e f s r e  13.47 t h e  c e n t r e  of 

a c t i v i t y  of t h e  Customs was on (the F o r t  Cochin s i d e  of t h e  

M a t t a n c h e r i  Channel  and t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  was housed s u c c e s s i v e l y  

i n  two small b u i l d i n g s  whichhave s i n c e  been  t r a n s f e r e d  t o  

t h e  P o r t  A d m i n i s t r o t i s n  . With t h e  g r a d u o l  :'evelopo?ent of 

t h e  P 5 r t  of Coch in ,  W i l l i n g @ n  I s l a n d  h a s  come t o  be t h e  hub 

of a c t i v i t y  of t h e  P ~ r t  ~ n ' l  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  Cu.stgms Depar t -  

ment s h i f t e d  i t s  Adminis t ra t i -de  O f f i c e s  from F 3 r t  Coc$in 

t o  Wi l l ingdon  I s l a n d  i n  1947.  I n  A u ~ u s t  1Sl:2 t h e  old Custom 

House and t h e  For t  C0chi.n Custgm House b u i l d i n g s  were s o l d  

t o  t h e  P o r t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and 3 .l a c r e s  of l a n d  b e l o n g i n g  

t o  t h e  Cus tons  Deportment  a t  F o r t  Coc.iin were e::changed w i t h  

f o u r  a c r e s  of l a n d  on Wi l l ingdon  Island w i t h  t h e  P g r t  Autho- 

r i t i e s ,  T h i s  new b u i l d i n g .  lias been  c o n s t r u c t e d  on 1'7 a c r e s  

of l a n d  t h u s  exchanged.  . ...... I .  . 0 .  . . o r . .  r: ';. ' .  . * . * a  
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"Asulk GrihatJ  h a s  a s i r 9 n g  r99m i n s i d e t h e  Cesh 

S e c t i o n  .wi th  s p e c i a l  ' s a f e t y  arrangeriients f ~r ki?e:~i:-i& cash 

' and v a l u a b l e s ,  S ~ f f i c i e n t  f l o o r  a r c a  has  bee11 ' l l ~ t t ~ d  f ~ r  

t h €  Custons L a b s r a t o r y  which will s90n  be eq?ipped w i t h  a l l  

n e c e s s a r y  modern f i t t i n g s  and appur tenances .  The g l i n t h  arz  

of tins b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  e s t i a a t e d  c o s t  sf which i s  aS3w.t 

Ls, 6,13,000 i s  ap1;rsxinate ly  24,000 square  f e e t .  

THE B O V E  IS NOT TO BE PUBLISHAD B Z i ? E  
SZFTDiBER 29, f956, 


